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What Do | Lean From Hwa Chong Institution’s (HCI) Early History

(A) Short History (1919 — 1990)
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Founded by a group of overseas Chinese businessmen with a heart from

Chinese education in Singapore, named as Chinese High School (F£{& 4

).

Some financial problems led to temporary close down.

Lots of support from Chinese businessmen, the seedbed of progressive

patriotic Chinese teachers / students.
Close down by Japanese occupation
Restarts and continues its progressivism under British colonial rule

® Transformation together with Singapore
® Formation of national identity

® Under management of professional educators / scholars

Supporting and following government policies / initiatives:

® 1974 Establishes HC Junior College to meet demands for post-
secondary (1 to 1 matching fund)

e 1979 Chinese High School (CHS) joins government special
assistance plan (SAP) to support government’s language
policy (bilingualism)

e 1988 Ministry of Education (MOE) chooses HClI to be an

independent school with more autonomy.

(B) Vision / Objective / Motto
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(C) Early Founders and Movers

Tang Kah Kee fRZ= B (1874 — 1961)

Lee Kong Chian Z=J¢A] (1893 - 1967)
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(D) Lessons / Observations
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HCI was founded by overseas Chinese. They made donations because they were

concerned with education.

These patriotic Chinese businessman wanted better education for the next

generation. They were from China and much related to Chinese politics.

HCI could be seen as an elite Chinese school and seedbed of progressive ideas in

1920 - 1950 (democracy, anti-colonialism, anti-Japan). Principal (E£XZX)was an

example.

Under the principalship of a scholar (E8Z &), HCl was moving on a professional

path; the school board leadership of Lee Kong Chian put HCI closer with business

and government.

By 1965, (Independence of Singapore), HCI forges a new national identity, moving

to be part of government / MOE.

The success of HCl lies in:
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Taps on the elitist Chinese tradition and name (ZEE$E2).

Gets a lot of resources from Chinese community.

Grows along a professional path

Supports government policy and becomes part of it (1970 — 1990)

Continues to move on, like its motto (B 38K 2)

Keeps a team of pioneering elitists of Chinese ethnic background and
dedicated to education excellence.

As in 2009, the CEO of HCI espouses: (Ang Wee Hiong, J&{E7#, p. 29)

Education excellence

®  Forward looking

®  Pioneering

®  High intellectual potential
®  Nurture future leaders

®  More forward / global age



