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Book Summary and Review of Diane Tavenner (2019): Prepared 

Introduction, Chapter 1 - 3 How Tavenner Started Her Career 

 

Jacket - Summit Public Schools was founded 2003 / 99% college admission 

   College admission and more 

 Solve real-world problems  Succeed in college 

 Self-directed skills  Thrive in workplace 

 Collaboration  Lead a fulfilled life 

 reflection  

Tavenner - 15 schools in California and Washington 

   Summit Public Schools (SPS) 

   On Board of Carnegie Foundation 

Prologue R: Tarvenner’s description of Isabella is good, but Jamie (p.6) is less convincing – an 

upper–middle-class kid going to school to do a good job! 

 R: It is an interesting successful story of how SPS provides an opportunity for 

Isabella to transform: It is simply safe, positive and supportive. 

p. 14 R: A real frontline principal 

 

 

 

 

p. 16 Tanvenner’s background:  

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Li’s Ideas 869 (8/3/2021) 

Broken Family / 
trouble (1970s) 
(p. 15) 

Study Psychology 
(to know herself) 
(p. 16) 

Volunteer Teaching 
(Joy of helping others) 

Gets degree 
and training 

Teaching Job frustration 
(1990s) heartbreaking 
(Hawthorne High School) 

Disillusioned 
(p. 17) 

Revised (13/3/2021) 



p. 17  R:  Tarvenner’s summarized problems of a wide array of dimensions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p. 18 History of American education (people’s aspirations change) and recent global 

economy  

p. 20  skills 1950 vs 2020 

p. 20  The college admissions race 

   “Be the same as everyone else, only better” 

   “We dream very different dreams today then we did 70 years ago.” 

p. 21  fundamental right to life, “good school”, “good life”. 

p. 22  SPS “to create an environment that looked at the whole student.” 

p. 23  National attention – waiting for “superman” 

p. 24  support from Zuckerberg, Gates,  

Problem of rote homework in elementary school 

p. 26  Move on to “Summit learning” (online support programs) 

   400 schools, 40 states, 4000 educators, 80,000 students 

p. 27  Education and society, democracy 



p. 28   

 

 

 

R: So far I can feel that Tavenner is a passionate educator. Her objective is one step 

ahead of others – preparing for a fulfilled life. It is a good American ideal – dream of 

21st century. Nothing academic / complex in her idea. Maybe heart more than brain. 

She wants everyone to succeed (NCLB) 

Piece together from Chapter 2 

  1971  Born 

  1979 (9)  Grade 3 / Home violence / father 

  1980s  Studies in South Tahoe High 

  1990s  Goes to college, studies psychology, volunteers in teaching 

p. 29-30 1993  Teaches in Hawthorne High School, Los Angeles for 5 years 

  1998   Move to North California 

      Determine to teach (Laurie – Step mother death) 

p. 33     Teach in Mountain View High 

p. 34      Vice Principal intern in Stanford Graduate School of Education 

p. 36 2000 (30)  Vice Principal 

  2001  Pregnant, 911, “good school” 

p. 39    A passionate Tavenner – wants everyone succeed 

 

 

 



p. 42-43 2001 

 

p. 45-47    The 1st batch of parents 

p. 48-50    Fighting on principles 

 

 

Community High School Foundation formed. She applied for the job. 

(good school paper at Stanford Graduate School of Education (SGSE)) 


