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Dai's Integrative Position and Methodological Questions (p.64 - 73) 

1. Dai’s Position 

He examines both sides and sees that neither side can convince the other nor put forward a 

definite conclusion (necessary and sufficient condition) based on scientific data. On the whole 

he rejects the either-side essentialist model and favors an interactive / transactional / multi-

path model of giftedness and eminence (intellectually gifted, motivationally gifted, doing, vs 

being in natural endowment) 

 

 

 

 

R: This is expected, as Dai also quoted (p.69) Gottlieb’s epigenetic framework (1992). Point is 

how to describe / explain the impact / develop from 1 level to the next level. Is there a grand 

theory or localized theory at each level? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Li’s Ideas 779 (8/8/2020) Revised (18/3/2022) 

(p.64) 

(p.69) 



2. Giftedness in Person-task Interface than in the Brain (p.64) 

R: The situative intelligence does not lead to productive / creative thinking 

Task Environment: 

 

 

 

3. Methodological Issue (1) Prediction vs Backtraking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Methodological Issue (2): Trait-level Description 

VS process-level explication 

 

 

 

TBC p.67-68 

 

(p.69) 

(p.66-67) 



5. Dai’s probabilistic - epigenetic position (p.70) 

 

 

 

 

6. A model with structure, function, person and process (p.71) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Intentional States (p.71-72) 
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